
ll rHE BELLOWS
24 GREAT YEAR

March 20,2003 Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc. Vol. )C(lV. No.6

WHAT

WHERE

WHEN

WHY

NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF PSPCS

DES MOINES MASONIC TEMPLE2208 S. 223rd St. (Take Midway exit#149 west off
I-5...go to first stop light west of Pacific Hwy. South. ..Turn right.)

Thursday March 20tfr..7:30 p.m. till 10:00 p.m. (doors open abcn:t 6:S p.m.)

Short business meeting..auction (one item lot g
Tell..Membe/s trade and selltables (free to me
Proqra,rn: Share afavorite treasurb- from yanr
wonder and apnluse as you revealhow ya-r aqr

DUES:

Yes, fellow members, this will be the final issue
your $10.00 dues for 2003 to Shirley by the first
label has a yeflow unhappy face sticker on it"'th
now over 160 memberd hive l,lOT paid for 2001
oavment to: Shirlev Spanow..SO Pease Road"
iiip VoymemffirCfip-we a.e sorry to see you leave, wish ycnr well and hope yot will return at
a furture date.

with tittte more than four weeks to go hfore ourApril Ft Ft'pV g$ s4lv e,xDg4gnce
w;i;d toui ino*-.irmmJ"lr-n"rd at work to'make this 23rd Show the best one vet.

collectibles and share tales of the hunt'

rntact Don Ederrcl!V March 22'
5.



**

The February meeting of the Puget Sound Photographic Collectors Societ., came to order at
7:30 p.m. (give or tak-e a few uests in attendance.
The mimutes were taken by Mike lmmel wtiting in for Shirley while she tailgates around the
Sorithwest. lt was agreeded that Ihq Eellolfl minutes of ,the January meeting were more or less
correct and that the Club sfill hadffilillShirley and John shall reium for our March meeting.)

gLD,BUSINE.S$:

The "Show Report'was given by Committee Members:

Don Temole filled us in on qrr Show Experience Weekend guest speakel Matthew lsenburg.
His talk will be April 24th at our meeting hallbeginning at 7:30 p.m. Please remember to bring
ycrlr sporrse and otfrer interested frbnds as it will be a festive ard informative evening. (Note
from Mike: Here is a link to the Historical and their review of a
talk Mr, lsenburg gave them.: http7ffiwfficr
enjoy some of the photographs of his collection.)

on rnay want to fmk it over and

Sign-up sheets were passed aror.rnd for those people who woufd either like to work with the
parking patrof or take tickets etc. at the entry door. One ho.rr of work gets you a $15.00 early in
erd the ioy of knowirg yorr are participting in your Club's activity. Don Friend reported that
there were still display tables available and urged members..even those not selling..to do a
disday with a FREE dispfay table.

There was an informative and rousing discussion conceming our Club's web site. Stan Kirlin
and his cornmittee said fey woufd loot< at the mary sr.rggesions ard report their p@ila
fr.rture meeting.

PROGRAhI AND SHOW & TEII:

One member chose to bring his favorite 35rnm camera. Thank you Darrel. Several members
had interesting Show & tellitems. Thank you all.

AI..}CTION AND DOOR PRIZE:

Thee items were auctimed off for a totaf of $26.ffi. Tlre door prize was won by a new
memberu*pse name did not get recorded. Sorry.

The meeting then adjourned for more nummie munching and wheeling and dealing.

ffiicNrlr

THIS MONTH1S MYSTERY OUESTION: Answerat end of Newsletter

Wth thanks to the Arizona Photographic Coflectors:

What company made a "Mickey Mouse Photo Outfit'which included the camera, darkrmm
eqripment ard chemicals?

.*rtiF Ap.*, .*rqP ep
THE BELI,OWS Newsletter is published 10 times per year by Puget Sound Photographic Collector's Society, Inc. Information forlhe
Bellows should be sent to Bill Kimbcr 14l3 Weathervane Dr., Tacoma, WA 984'66-5712 (253\ 564-4046, billkimber@webtv.net
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The following is reprirrted from the Cascade Photographic Historicalsociety's Cascade
Panorama--February 2003 and is used with much thanks. Ed.

Gaveat Emptor
by Mike Kessler

It happened again. There I was, surfing the shoals and
breakers of eBay when I spied a really neat stereoscope.
It's one of those with a grained wood top and a velvet
hood perched on a nicke! plated pedestal, and which
always shows up with the velvet in pretty ratty
condition. This one was perfect and gorgeor:s.

It wasn't very high up on my "get" list, but the condition
was so exceptional that I suffered over it for the next
several days. Finally, as the auction was coming to an
end,I decided to take the plunge, even though the price
was getting pretty steep. As I gave the photos one last
look before pressing the button, I felt something nagglng
at my overly eager [ain. The coloq of the velvet was
bright pinkish red. Hmmm ... pinkish red.... Oh jeezt
It's one of miner.ll Just in time I recognized it as one of
several restorations that I did many years ago on this
style viewer. The velvet came from some absolutely
authentic 1880s drapes that I bought at Brimfield, but
the color was just a little off from the normal Burgundy
hue of the original. Then came that hateful question
again: should I do anything about my "epiphany?,, I
didn't.

This isn't the first time that I've seen old restorations of
mine come on the market, touted as being "in
absolutely original, mint conditton." A year or so ago, a
well known dealer in the Southeast was offering via
eBay an extremely rare E.&H.T. Anthony Lilliput
Detective Camera. It was offered as in original, mint
condition, but I immediately recognized it as one of two
Lilliput restorations of mine where I had to construct
(laboriously hand stitch) the outer, satchel-like shell
from scratch. The starting price would have been
appropriate for a Lilliput in truly original condition,
and I dort't think it s oldaut it was offured=everailtimes-
after that. I like to think no one was fooled.

In February,'J,997, the best restoration (in my humble
opinion) that I ever did came up for auction at
Cfuistie's in London. Twenty one years earlier I had
turned a pile of rotting wood and leather belonging to

]ohn Dobran into a mint example of a Brainerd &
Levison Hand Camera. This particular B&L came in the
form of a leather doctor's bug - the only such example
known (I have a "normal" B&L in my own collection, a
spectacular camera in its own tigh$. Some time later

John suffered a massive stroke which left him unable to
care for himself, and lr-is collection was splii in many
directions. The camera was "lost" for many years, but
then it popped up at that auction. The catalogue listing
was particularly satisfying. They actually gave me
credit for doing the restorationtnl9TS.

OK, it was estimated at €10,000 to €15,000, but it went
fo.r just over f,8,000 (including the 15% buyer,s
premium). Still pretty good for a camera where literally
everything you see was made by yours fruly. This isn,t
the end of the story however. A couple of years ago I
saw it again, on eBay of all places, offered by a well
known British camera dealer for f,15,000. This time
there was no mention of its restored status. Verrrrv
interesting.

When I fkst started doing restorations for several
collectors and dealers many years ago, I always left a
tiny mark, my initials and date, scratched in some out-
of-the-way spot, as a guard against future confusion.
When one particular dealer found one of my marks, he
wentpoltal, sayrng he_ {idllt yran_t me !o do _that
anyrnore. I continued marking some pieces, but I
figured that few collectors would realy be fooled into
thinking that a camera can last over a hr.rndred years
with virtually perfect leather.

The moral to all this is just the old saw: ,,lf it looks too
good to be true, it probably is." Caveat Emptor (Let the
buyer beware)!

r*++*lrf

PhotoHistory Xll, September 19.21, 2OOg

Previous PhotoHistory symposiums have been enjoyed
by essentially all who participated. Interesting
speakers, opportr:nities to meet collectors and historians
from around the world, and touring the Eastman House--afcjrFtffiee offfle reasons to aIEnd this evenTwhich is
held once every three years.

York, September 19-21,2003. This is about a month
earlier than in the past.

Highlights of the weekend activities are the evening
reception on Friday, the full day of talks on Saturday,
and Sunday's Photographic Trade Show. For additional
information, visit the TPHS web site athttp:/ /
www. tphs. org or email tphs@rochester.rr.com. The
announcement concludes, "Start developing your pians
for PhotoHistory XII now!"
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OTHER NORTHWEST SHOWS COMING UP:

On Sunday,^Mqrcfr {th Sigrgi is holding another Vancouyer Canada Show at Loqglreed Mall.
purnaby B.c.--9523 Cameron There are 180 taffi ooilarJgets vou introm lql tm.t? 1p.fn, $15.00 e.artyl!:r gQts_ygq Ll q!9 a m. chitdren under ta g"iin free withan adult. For all the info. call or farsig-gi: 604 g4l-0300.

The Cdumtfa Gorqe Camera Club is presenting it's 8th Annrnf Gresham Camer? Swap Meet
on .ni. to a p.ni. at t
Gresham. Oregon. This is just east of Portland of 184 at ttre 238th exit. Go south to Hogan
Rd..hrn right onto Division. Ttre Grange is on ttre right just past GlevelaM (the street). TablRd..hrn right onto Division. Ttre Grange is on ttre right just past GlevelaM (the street). Tabte
costs are ffis-m for one ard $65.00 fortwo. You can bw a hdf tabfe for $&.00. AdmissionlJyfor one ard $65.00 fortwo. You can buy a hdf tabfe for $fl.00. Admission is
$4.00..early bird is $10.00 at 7:30 a.m. For information call (503) 23S8912. You may write to:
Krystd..Columbia Gorge Camera C|ub..1640 SE Ellis St..Portland, OR 97202. Thib has been
a very friendly but very smallShow in the past. As it is being held on June 21st sellers may
indeed fu it to be a very long day.

*

The tollojetng is from The Chicago photooraphic Collectors Societv and is used with much
thanks. Ed.

Some time ago I, had to sacriflce a very nice Canon A-1 body
because it had developed the dreaded 'squeak'. The lubricant
on the mirror swing damper meihanism had dried out and
eventually the little cogs would sieze up and all life would end. I
soid the camera at a very low price with full disclosure.
Now, just a week ago a pristine AE-1 developed the same
wretchdd -squcak'. Enquiries sUggesied removei oi the mirror
box and fresh lubrication, about $150 for the job, or maybe just
pull the top off and oil the little brass inertia wheel which spins
with the cogs and dampens the action. This also is about $100
and is considered a 'quickie' ooeration. These fixes would
include a CLA and great bonhomie all round, but since I collect
A type Canons the costs would escalate. There must be a
better way to get a drop of oil on the nght spot to cure the
squeak.

Prowling the net I found a site which showed a rather simple
method to get just the right amouni of light oil to just the right
spot in the camera. To start, remove the lens. Then remove the
four screws securing the face plate around the lensmount. As
you lift off the faceplate take care with the two small contact
buttons on the right of the lensmount.

Now remove the top Ieft hand screw securing the lensmount
Put it with the other screws, (its bigger).
Next, take an ordinary 3ml syringe with a 40 mm needle. Cut off
the tapered point, (make sure not to crimp-seal the bore), and
then bend the lasl 7mm of the needle about 65 degrees. Put

about 0.5 ml of oil in a small container and draw up a small
amount of this'into the needle.

Poke the needle into the top left screw hole and angle it so
that the bent 7mm is against the inside wall of the camera with
the tip aiming lefl at about seven o'clock. Gently squeeze a
small drop of oil out and remove the syringe. Now work the
shutter and see if ihe squeak is gone, if not then try ii again
with just a smidgen more oil. That will do it. There is no more
squeak. Replace the lensmount screw and dob it with nail
vamish (or Locktite) and reptace the face plate wi'th four
screws remembering to wriggle those little swiiches to a good
fit. Thats i i, len minutes.
The web site which gave me this idea is <pages.clhome.neV
pdcmec/csl.jpg> but the link seems not to work anymore. So I
reconstruded the esseniials as I recall them. I can make nQ
claims for this procedure, I did not invent it, and I suspect it will
meel with scom from professional camera repair people.
The trick is to only draw up oil into the needle, not the

syringe. This way you do not risk oiling up the whole works
including the shutter curtain. Practice squeezing out just one
drop at a time on a piece of paper before you get stuck into the
camera

This trick works ndth the A-1, and the AE-1 and it should
work with the other A series cameras, the AT-1, AL-1 , AV-1.

Peter Knowlden

Answer: The Houghton
Company (London,
England) came out with
the Ensign Mickey
Mouse box camera
around 1935, which
included the darkroom supplies. The Houghton's started
business in 1834. In over 100 years they had several mergers but
finally went out ofbusiness in 1961 after I27 years. Before and
after World War Two they were one of the largest producers of
photographic equipment.
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